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time of seeing that ideal safeguarded by the Conven-
tion of 1888 concluded between the great European
Powers, of which the first Article read:
" The Maritime Canal of Suez shall always be
free and open, in time of war as in time of peace,
to every vessel of commerce or of war, without dis-
tinction of flag. Consequently the High Contracting
Parties agree not in any way to interfere with the
free use of the Canal, in time of war, as in time of
peace. The Canal can never be subjected to the
exercise of the right of blockade."